Abstract: Previous research in the United States focuses on how immigration status disrupts undocumented youths' educational experiences. Drawing primarily on interviews with 45 undocumented immigrant youth who stopped out of school, I assess whether the current "master status" explanation, that undocumented status overshadows the impact of other social locations, accurately characterizes how immigration status shapes undocumented youths' pathways out of school in the U.S. Using an intersectional lens, I show how other social locations -including race, class, gender, first-generation to college status -disrupt educational pathways and set the stage for immigration status to emerge as the "final straw" that pushes undocumented youth to leave school. These findings suggest that the impact of undocumented immigration status, shifts over time and may operate differently over the course of one's educational career. I contend that using an intersectional lens offers an opportunity to enhance understandings of how multiple social locations intersect and interact over time to marginalize immigrants.
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